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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

PURPOSE: To generate a correct tracking error signal without effect of a 
deviation of a recording position of a tracking bit or the like by generating the 
tracking error signal based on a peak hold signal. 

CONSTITUTION: A peak hold circuit 14 samples a reproduction signal SPB for 
a sampling (SP) time with a prescribed time width to detect and hold a peak level 
corresponding to a wobble pit PW1 thereby generating a tracking error signal TE 
based thereon. That is, when a reset signal RST rises at a time tl, the circuit 14 
samples a peak level of the PW1, a corresponding peak hold signal pH is 
outputted and its maximum value is latched. When an SP tiing signal SMP1 rises 
at a time t2, a 1st sample-and-hold circuit 15 samples the signal pH and outputs a 
peak level of the signal SPB corresponding to the PW1 as a signal A and a 2nd 
sample-and-hold circuit 16 outputs a peak level of the signal PB corresponding 
to the PW2 similarly at the rising of the signal SMP2 as a signal B. Then the 
signal TE (TE=TE-A-B) is outputted via a subtractor 17 and a polarity 
changeover device 18. 
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